six. The most outstanding feature, however, was the relative sterility, the youngest child averaging 7 years in those who were not widows; the age of the mothers averaged 41. It would thus appear that women, the victims of small fibroids, frequently become pregnant. This, however, acts materially on the tumour in the majority of cases by permanently increasing its growth, so that they tend to prevent future pregnancy, with a resulting relative sterility.
From these statistics one may legitimately form the conclusions :?
(1) That fibroids occur equally in married and unmarried.
(2) That they predispose to sterility. (3) That pregnancy, should it occur, excites the growth of the tumour, and thus predisposes to subsequent sterility.
As is well known, fibroids of pathological import, from their site or size, are occasionally associated with pregnancy, but the complication is much less frequent than is supposed. On consulting the case books of the Edinburgh Maternity Hospital, and those of Ward 35 in the Eoyal Infirmary, their rarity must be conceded, as in the former I find but 7 cases in ten years out of over 4000 cases, while during the same period in the latter's records only 5 cases are mentioned.
From these statistics it may be contended that their coincidence is so trivial as to, in the former, give rise to no difficulty, and in the latter to warrant no advice being sought. 
